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Synopsis

a ceKoontz forges the kind of sweeping melodrama complete with screwball laughs, nail-biting
moments, and surprises that is the bedrock of American narrative fiction.a « & sBooklistOnly a
handful of fictional characters are recognized by first name alone. Dean Koontza ™s Odd Thomas
is one such literary hero, who has come alive in listenersa ™ imaginations as he explores the
greatest mysteries of this world and the next with his inimitable wit, heart, and quiet gallantry. Now
Koontz follows Odd as he is drawn onward, to a destiny he cannot imagine. Haunted by dreams of
an all-encompassing red tide, Odd is pulled inexorably to the sea, to a small California coastal town
where nothing is as it seems.a ceOne of the most remarkable and appealing characters in current
fictiona |a page-turning accounté peautifully writtena |another literary home run.a « & *The
Virginian-Pilota ceTakes off at breakneck speeda |a superb story from one of our contemporary

masters.a * a *San Antonio Express-News
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Customer Reviews

Dean Koontz is one of my favorite genre writers, and the original ODD THOMAS novel is my second
favorite of his books, right after his 1987 novel WATCHERS. Given the enormously favorable
response to ODD THOMAS, Koontz decided to turn the book into a series, and now plans to write
six or seven novels featuring the character. ODD HOURS is the fourth book in the sequence, and is
probably the best of the sequels so far.If you've read ODD THOMAS (and you MUST read the four

novels in order to properly enjoy them) you know that these books are a unique combination of



suspense, dark comedy, and spiritual uplift. Odd is a character with a very unique voice, one that |
very much enjoy listening to. The pleasure of the Odd Thomas novels is not really the plots, which
are often thin and unrealistic. Instead, the pleasure is in watching how Odd wryly reacts to all the
insanity taking place around him. The results are often hilariously funny, yet at the same time
emotionally moving. There are no other books quite like them.In ODD HOURS, the story involves a
terrorist plot to smuggle nuclear weapons into a small California coastal town. This plot is in no way
believable. But again, Koontz simply uses this rather silly storyline as an excuse to allow Odd to
have another wild adventure, encounter another cast of eccentric characters, and pontificate about
the absurd yet wonderful nature of life. After a slightly slow start, this novel works wonderfully well at
this level. The end result is the best Koontz book I've read for quite some time.Admittedly, ODD
HOURS isn’t for everyone. Some readers | know have lamented Koontz’s new style of writing, often

proclaiming that his books aren’t as well written as his horror novels of the 1980s and early 1990s.
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